Berlin Senate Cuts Funding for Cultural Center Oyoun Over Alleged
“Hidden Antisemitism”

On November 20, 2023 the Berlin Senate for Culture announced that the
funding for Oyoun will be discontinued by the end of this year.

Founded in 2020 as a state-funded project and run by a mostly marginalized
crew, Oyoun (Kultur NeuDenken) has been providing an intersectional
platform for migrant, decolonial and queer*feminist arts and culture in Berlin.
In the last months, the Senate had put pressure on Oyoun to cancel the
event organized by Judische Stimme (Jewish Voice for Just Peace in the
Middle East) that was to be held on November 4th. Jldische Stimme is a
Jewish organization in Germany dedicated to just and lasting peace between
Palestine and Israel. Marking their 20th anniversary and “in the shadow of
October 7th, the continuous bombings in Gaza and the horrific numbers of
the deaths of civilians,” this event was meant to be an evening of “mourning
and hope.” There would be speeches, music, traditional food of Jewish
mourning ritual Shiva and exhibition of Palestinian and Israeli artists.

In response to the Senate’s demand, Oyoun expressed its stance in an open
statement: “In the face of the grief and sorrow they are currently going
through after losing loved ones to the widely condemned brutal murders
committed by the terrorist organization Hamas as well as by the right-wing
Israeli government, we will not bow to the pressure exerted by the Senate.
This event will take place on November 4th and provide a shared space of
grief and allow their important work to be continued at this critical time.” The
statement also emphasized Oyoun’s role as a cultural institution: “As a
cultural organization in a democratic state like Germany, it is our duty to
foster transnational solidarity beyond borders, beyond race, ethnicity, religion
and nationality and to ensure that artistic freedom and freedom of speech
are protected, promoted and upheld, especially under the most critical
circumstances. [...] Stop the war. End the occupation. Protect civilians on all
sides.”

Although the event could take place as planned, Oyoun had to face serious
repercussions. On October 31st, Susanna Kahlefeld, an MP of the Green
Party, appealed to cease the funding for Oyoun, accusing it for its
“antisemitic manner” and “victim-blaming.” On the following day, the Senator
for Culture Joe Chialo (CDU) announced that he would review the request to
quickly take action. The AfD party expressed gratitude for his prompt
reaction. On November 10th, Oyoun published an open letter: “The
cancellation of Oyoun’s funding would mark the end of freedom of speech
and artistic freedom in Germany. [...] We call on the Senate to grant further
funding to Oyoun and protect migrant, queer*feminist and Jewish life in
Germany. Oyoun must stay. Especially in Germany. Especially now.”

On November 20th, the Senate announced that the funding for Oyoun will be



discontinued by the end of this year, accusing Oyoun for its “hidden
antisemitism”. Oyoun, who had their four-year project funding for 2022-2025
(Konzeptférderung) confirmed by the previous Senate, posted on its
Instagram on the following day saying, “Oyoun’s funding will be cut, and the
space will be shut — next month.”

20. November 2023

Berliner Senat streicht Férdermittel fiir Kulturzentrum Oyoun wegen
angeblich ,verstecktem Antisemitismus*

Am 20. November gab der Berliner Kultursenat bekannt, dass die FOrderung
fir Oyoun zum Ende dieses Jahres eingestellt wird.

Oyoun (Kultur NeuDenken) wurde 2020 als staatlich geférdertes Projekt
gegrundet und wird von einem Uberwiegend marginalisierten Team
betrieben. Seitdem bietet es eine intersektionale Plattform flr migrantische,
dekoloniale und queer“feministische Kunst und Kultur in Berlin. In den letzten
Monaten hatte der Senat Druck auf das Oyoun ausgelbt, die von der
Judischen Stimme (Jewish Voice for Just Peace in the Middle East)
organisierte Veranstaltung abzusagen, die am 4. November stattfinden sollte.
Die Judische Stimme ist eine jludische Organisation in Deutschland, die sich
far einen gerechten und dauerhaften Frieden zwischen Palastina und Israel
einsetzt. Anlasslich ihres 20-jahrigen Jubildums und ,,im Schatten des 7.
Oktober, der anhaltenden Bombardements in Gaza und der schrecklichen
Zahl ziviler Todesopfer* war diese Veranstaltung als Abend der , Trauer und
Hoffnung® geplant. Es wurden Reden gehalten, Musik gespielt, traditionelle
Speisen des judischen Trauerrituals Schiva ausgegeben sowie eine
Ausstellung paldstinensischer und israelischer Kinstlerinnen gezeigt.

Als Reaktion auf die Forderung des Senats brachte Oyoun seine Haltung in
einer 6ffentlichen Erklarung zum Ausdruck: ,Angesichts der Trauer und des
Leids, das sie derzeit durchleben, nachdem sie geliebte Menschen durch die
weithin verurteilten brutalen Morde der Terrororganisation Hamas sowie der
rechtsgerichteten israelischen Regierung verloren haben, werden wir uns
dem Druck des Senats nicht beugen. Diese Veranstaltung wird am 4.
November stattfinden und einen gemeinsamen Raum der Trauer bieten,
damit ihre wichtige Arbeit in dieser kritischen Zeit fortgesetzt werden kann.*



